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Some said it would never happen. 

“There's no way the County of Los 
Angeles is going to let people hang 
glide at Dockweiler without 
USHPA membership and 
insurance. It's been that way since 
1986.   There's just no way.”

But on July 31st, 2017, three 
friends of Dockweiler suited up 
and flew in the smooth coastal 
winds blowing into Dockweiler 
State Beach just south of LAX - 
two without USHPA membership!

Frank Colver (USHGA #7) 
summed it up: “It was an 
important day because we were 
able to fly without being a member of any organization that isn't available to 
everyone.” Frank drove the point home with a simple analogy: “You don't have to be a 
member of the Sierra Club to hike in the Sierras.”   Thanks to the efforts of the Friends 
of Dockweiler and the County of Los Angeles, members of the public no longer have to 
be members of “USHPA” to fly at Dockweiler State Beach either.

Historic photo taken on July 31st, 2017

Bob Kuczewski (left), Joe Faust (center), and Frank Colver (right) 
were joined by Los Angeles County Beaches and Harbors staff 

for the historic first day of public free flight at Dockweiler.

Frank  Colver – Then and Now.  A much younger Frank Colver  shows off his flying skills in this 1975 
photo beneath a Wills Wing SST (left).  Frank returned to the sport at Dockweiler Beach in 2015 (right). At 82 
years young, Frank has headed the organizing committee celebrating the 1971 Otto Lilienthal Meet reunions.



“I'd really like to thank Los 
Angeles County Supervisor 
Hahn and the good people at  
Beaches and Harbors”, said 
Bob Kuczewski.  Bob had been 
expelled from USHPA in 2015 
because of his testimony in a 
court case and before the San 
Diego City Council. “USHPA 
expelled me because they didn't  
agree with my testimony in the  
Hamby case”, said Bob. “They 
also didn't like me reporting 
the problems at Torrey Pines to  
the San Diego City Council, so they retaliated with an unjustified expulsion.”

Bob had continued to fly at Dockweiler after his expulsion under the instruction program 
established by Windsports at the site.  Joe Greblo who operates Windsports wrote: “He 
[Bob Kuczewski] has, to date, been what I would call a "model" participant at the site,  
as well as a good ambassador for the sport, the concessionaire, and the County of Los 
Angeles. ” But Joe's opinion didn't matter when he was contacted by USHPA in early 
2017 and told that he couldn't allow Bob (or any non-USHPA members) to fly at the site.

Joe Faust was another founding 
member of USHGA (#5) who 
also participated in the effort to 
reopen Dockweiler to non-
USHPA members this spring.  In 
a written communication, Joe 
wrote: “the testy situation bared 
that an awful unneeded and 
repugnant intrusion by a third-
party corporation over public 
assets needed to end.”

Joe, Frank, and Bob participated 
in a series of meetings with Los 
Angeles County officials starting on March 28th, 2017 which culminated in the recent 
arrangement that allows them to fly at Dockweiler without USHPA membership on days 
when Windsports is not operating the site (currently Mondays and Tuesdays each week).
“It is a deep joy and life-impacting event to once again after about 40 years to have 

Joe Faust flying at Dockweiler beach in the early 1970's.

Bob Kuczewski's first free flight at Dockweiler on July 31st, 2017.



available simple open recreational hang gliding at Dockweiler.” wrote Olympian Joe 
Faust about the new arrangement. “I give large credit for the new era to Joe Greblo,  
Bob Kuczewski, Frank Colver, and the Los Angeles Supervisor Hahn and her staff and 
Beaches & Harbor staff under Director Gary Jones.”

Amir Tadros, a Real Property Agent for the Los 
Angeles County Department of Beaches and 
Harbors is credited with working out the details 
that led to this historic arrangement. “Amir really  
worked through all the obstacles to make this  
happen”, said Bob Kuczewski, adding “It was 
great to have him celebrate with us on our first  
day of flying again.”

So on July 24th and 25th, Joe, Frank, and Bob filled 
out their applications and sent them in to Los 
Angeles County. The completed, approved, and 
countersigned copies were returned electronically 
the very next day (Wednesday, the 26th, 2017).
The trio was ready to fly.

There was a stiff breeze blowing on shore when the 
three friends showed up for their first day of truly 
free flying. Frank brought the (non-alcoholic) 
sparkling cider to toast the event.  : )

 More at: http://ushawks.org/forum/viewtopic.php?&t=2742&start=20#p20778

Joe Faust fills out his Hang Gliding 
Permit Application for Dockweiler Beach

Angela, Joe, Frank, and Bob toast their new found
freedom of flight on July 31st, 2017 at Dockweiler Beach.

The Friends of Dockweiler 
Gliding Society continues its 
mission of good works in the 
name of hang gliding at 
Dockweiler State Beach.
 

Members donate their time for 
beach clean up, erosion control, and other choresbeach clean up, erosion control, and other chores 
at the site.

http://ushawks.org/forum/viewtopic.php?&t=2742&start=20#p20778

