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DECC awards over £500,000 for the continued development of the Deep 
Green tidal power plant  
 

[Portaferry, Northern Ireland, February 25, 2014.] Marine energy technology 

company Minesto, together with IT Power and National Physical Laboratory (NPL), 

have been awarded more than £500,000 from the British Department of Energy 

and Climate Change (DECC) in the 2nd round of the Energy Entrepreneurs Fund. 

The funding will be used for extending the quarter scale ocean trials with 

the Deep Green  tidal current power plant in Strangford Lough, Northern Ireland, 

to validate its commercial performance.  

 

The Department of Energy and Climate Change (DECC) works to make sure the UK has 

secure, clean and affordable energy supplies and promotes international action to 

mitigate climate change. By supporting investments in the UK’s energy infrastructure, 

DECC strives to keep energy bills down and promote action in the EU and internationally 

to maintain energy security and mitigate dangerous climate change.  

 

For this, DECC established the Energy Entrepreneurs Fund from which Minesto, IT 

Power and NPL have now received a grant of over £500,000 for a project worth almost 

£900,000. The objective of the Fund is “to help bring a range of new and innovative low 

carbon products to market”. 

 

Minesto´s CEO Anders Jansson welcomes the funding: “It is truly exciting that DECC 

realizes the potential for Deep Green to unlock the low velocity tidal current market in 

the UK; this proves that Governments have confidence in our company and our 

technology. In the UK alone, the Deep Green technology has a carbon reduction potential 

of over 30 million tons of CO2 per year. Furthermore, the grant from DECC has enabled 

Minesto to employ more local expertise for the ocean trials in Northern Ireland.” 

 

The objective of the project is to verify survivability, prove performance and commercial 

viability using an existing 1:4 scaled prototype of the innovative Deep Green tidal power 

plant in real ocean conditions. Data from the long term ocean trials will be scaled up to 

commercial scale to gain further understanding of Deep Green’s full market potential.  

 

“With this funding, it is possible to maximize the output from the previous investments 

in the quarter scale prototype and to bring Deep Green to a higher technology readiness 

level,” said Anders Jansson, CEO of Minesto. “IT Power has extensive experience in 

working with similar marine energy projects since 1991 and NPL has long-standing 

experience from research within data collection and sensors. The grant from DECC 



   

 

  

 

makes it possible to apply their expertise to the Deep Green technology, which is very 

valuable to us.” 

 

IT Power’s Group CEO, David Nickols, added: “We are delighted to be working with 

Minesto on their ground-breaking technology. It is a unique concept in the tidal energy 

field which can unlock previously inaccessible deep water, low flow resources, thereby 

enhancing the practical global contribution that tidal stream energy can have on meeting 

our energy needs”. 

 

As part of the project, IT Power will advise on the test methodologies, data collection 

and techno-economic analysis of the Deep Green technology and its deployment.  

 

Rhys Lewis, Head of NPL's Time, Quantum and Electromagnetics Division said. ”NPL has 

a proven track history of applying measurement expertise to a wide range of real-world 

applications. I am pleased we are able to provide the metrology in this tidal project in 

the renewable energy arena, supporting innovation and helping to implement key 

government strategies.” 

 

Minesto´s tidal power plant called Deep Green looks like an underwater kite and is 

based on a fundamentally new principle for electricity generation from tidal and ocean 

currents. Deep Green recently became the first known marine power plant to generate 

electricity from low velocity tidal currents, which is seen as a breakthrough for marine 

energy. 

 

For additional information please contact: 

  

Anders Jansson 

CEO, Minesto 

Phone: +46 31 760 21 02 or +46 707 57 57 62 

Email: anders.jansson@minesto.com 

  

Follow Minesto on Twitter: https://twitter.com/MinestoAB 

 

About Minesto  

 

Minesto is a marine energy technology company with a patented technology for cost 

efficient electricity production from tidal and ocean currents. Minesto’s award winning 

product, Deep Green, is the only marine power plant that operates cost efficiently in 

areas with low velocity (slow) currents. Deep Green resembles an underwater kite with 

a wing and a turbine that is attached by a tether to a fixed point on the ocean bed, 

moving swiftly in an 8-shaped trajectory in the current.  

 



   

 

  

 

Minesto was founded in 2007 and is based in Gothenburg, Sweden, and Northern 

Ireland, UK. The major shareholders in Minesto are BGA Invest, Midroc New Technology, 

Saab Group and Chalmers University of Technology. Anders Jansson is the company’s 

CEO. Read more about Minesto at www.minesto.com. 

 
About IT Power  
 
IT Power is a world leading renewable energy consultancy focused on technology 
development, engineering and project advisory. The company was originally founded in 
1981, headquartered in the UK with global offices in Australia, China, India, and Kenya,  
 

IT Power’s expertise in marine energy technology development and consulting dates 
back to 1991. Our track record of excellence in R&D led to the successful launch of 

several marine energy technologies, bringing on concepts to pre-commercial status such 
as the landmark installation of the world’s first commercial scale marine current turbine 
in 2003. 

 
Today IT Power is at the fore-front of marine energy consulting offering comprehensive 
technical engineering design, numerical modelling, prototype installation and testing, 
technical due diligence, and Front End Engineering Design. We offer project support 
services to technology and project developers including environmental scoping, grid 
connection assessments, resource assessments and array modelling.  
 
We advise private clients on their strategic market business plans as well as 
governmental organisations on their techno-economic feasibility assessments for 

marine energy. For more details, please visit: www.itpower.co.uk.  
 
About National Physical Laboratory (NPL) 

 

NPL is the UK's National Measurement Institute, and is a world-leading centre of 

excellence in developing and applying the most accurate measurement standards, 

science and technology available. For more than a century NPL has developed and 

maintained the nation's primary measurement standards. These standards underpin the 

National Measurement System infrastructure of traceability throughout the UK and the 

world that ensures accuracy and consistency of measurement. Read more about NPL at 

www.npl.co.uk.  

 


